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Nature 
Restoration Law

- Just old wine in 
new bottles?

Innovative aspects

→ Integration of different Nature 
Directives

→ Despite thematic goal-setting: 
Promoting a landscape-scale approach

→ In line with “River Basin Management” 
approach
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Barriers to 
restoration in 
Europe

Expert perspectives
(Cortina-Segarra et al. 2021, Restor. Ecol. 29)

Insufficient funding

Conflicting interests

Low political priority

Financial,
socio-cultural
and political
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Restoring 
ecosystems and 
biodiversity
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H2020 ‘Green Deal’ Restoration Cluster

SUPERB Forest restoration

WaterLANDS Wetland restoration

MERLIN River and wetland 
restoration

REST-COAST Coastal and 
transitional waters 
restoration
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→ Four projects under the
H2020 “Green Deal” call

→ More than 150 partner institutions from 
academia, NGOs, SMEs, agencies and public 
administrations

→ More than 80 mio. Euro
(large share into actual restoration)

→ Duration: 2021-2026

→ Ambition:
Scaling nature restoration

H2020 ‘Green Deal’ Restoration Cluster
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Learning from 
best-practice

Location of the 
cluster’s 
restoration pilots
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Learning from 
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‘Room for the Rhine branches’
The Netherlands
Floodplain reconnection
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Learning from 
best-practice

‘Danube Auen-Nationalpark’
Austria
Floodplain reconnection
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Learning from 
best-practice

‘Tisza River floodplains’
Hungary
Floodplain reconnection
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Learning from 
best-practice

‘Emscher River basin’
Germany
Floodplain reconnection



Mainstreaming Ecological Restoration of freshwater-related ecosystems in a Landscape context: INnovation, upscaling and transformation

Learning from 
best-practice

‘Deba River basin’
Spain
Barrier removal
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Stakeholder 
engagement

Expectation management

→ Theory of Change

→ Realistic benefit projections (e.g., flood 
retention, GHG reduction)

→ Implement monitoring for follow-up

“Narratives of the Future”

Conflicting 
interests
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Theory of Change

‘Emscher River basin’
Germany
Flower meadow instalment
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Catchment-scale 
modelling

work by
Paulo Branco, Gonçalo Duarte, Teresa Ferreira (ULisboa)
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Catchment-scale 
modelling
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Social Cost-Benefit Analysis

‘Room for the Rhine 
branches’
The Netherlands



Mainstreaming Ecological Restoration of freshwater-related ecosystems in a Landscape context: INnovation, upscaling and transformation

Social Cost-Benefit Analysis



Mainstreaming Ecological Restoration of freshwater-related ecosystems in a Landscape context: INnovation, upscaling and transformation

Social Cost-Benefit Analysis



Mainstreaming Ecological Restoration of freshwater-related ecosystems in a Landscape context: INnovation, upscaling and transformation

Social Cost-Benefit Analysis



Mainstreaming Ecological Restoration of freshwater-related ecosystems in a Landscape context: INnovation, upscaling and transformation

Social Cost-Benefit Analysis



Mainstreaming Ecological Restoration of freshwater-related ecosystems in a Landscape context: INnovation, upscaling and transformation

Social Cost-Benefit Analysis



Mainstreaming Ecological Restoration of freshwater-related ecosystems in a Landscape context: INnovation, upscaling and transformation

Social Cost-Benefit Analysis



Mainstreaming Ecological Restoration of freshwater-related ecosystems in a Landscape context: INnovation, upscaling and transformation

Social Cost-Benefit Analysis
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Financial
‘off-the-shelf’ 
instruments

More to come
https://project-
merlin.eu/outcomes/off-the-shelf-
instruments.html
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www.merlin.market

“Connect the community of 
practice through a virtual 
marketplace, which can be 
used by any interested party 
to find partners, investors or 
service providers or to 
advertise restoration products 
and services.”
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Marketplace Phase 2

Funders

Projects
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Building 
“Community of 
Practice”

→ 146 organisations participated from
308 organisations approached

→ “Community of Practice” – roles
• Collaborative action development
• Ongoing knowledge sharing
• Funding application support
• Prominent freshwater involvement
• Broader policy influence

“How to mainstream freshwater NbS so 
that working with nature is for your 
benefit?”
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Building 
“Community of 
Practice”

→ Transformation needs time and political will.

→ Success comes from government vision and 
courage.

→ Restoration community and sectors must stay 
committed.

→ Evidence is built through ongoing projects.

→ Efforts often rely on a few dedicated 
individuals.

Interim key messages
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Conclusions

→ Scaling Nature-based Solutions / Restoration is 
a multi-faceted endeavour.

→ "Landscape-scale Restoration" as a guiding 
vision sets the direction.

→ Role of innovation projects:
Inspire through best practices.
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Looking forward to interacting with the DR 
community in the next years!
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Looking forward to interacting with the DR 
community in the next years!

“Pursuing river 
restoration means 
winning the hearts of the 
people.”
Anonymous restoration practitioner
removing barriers in Basque streams

The M
ERLIN

 project (https://project-m
erlin.eu) has received 

funding from
 the European U

nion’s H
orizon 2020 research and 

innovation program
m

e under grant agreem
ent N

o 101036337.


